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LET'S MAKE IT WORK

FOR THE PEOPLE

As Pranab Mukherjee leaves his mark on Rashtrapati Bhavan by
opening it up to the public, and equally by speaking up about tolerance,
Governance Now assesses his term as president
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Sons. Coming soon after union minis-
ter for science and technology Harsh
Vardhan’s complaint that industry was
not helping innovators, Tata’s words
of assurance were a soothing balm.
Anil Gupta, of the National Innovation
Foundation, says it was a good sign that
Tata came and spoke to grassroots in-
novators at the president’s initiative.
“I am hopeful more industrialists will
help and support innovators.”

Mukherjee has also been instru-
mental in connecting innovators to
central universities and other institu-
tions. He set up innovation clubs in
each university and trained a team of
inspired teachers. He believed in al-
lowing thousands of ideas to grow and
turn into innovations at college and
school level. The festival of innovators
was a culmination of his efforts to put
innovators face-to-face with research-
ers and academia. As president, he ad-
opted five villages in Haryana with the
purpose of nurturing talent and pro-
moting innovations.

Mukherjee could have limited his
task to delivering fine speeches and giv-
ing some suggestions to change the sys-
tem during his visits to the universities
but he chose to do much more. In fact,
he intervened to improve standards at
the IITs, the IISc and the IISER. He re-
vived the tradition of holding meetings
of central universities, as also of higher
and technical institutions, at Rashtrapa-
ti Bhavan. He also organised a visitors’
conference, where industrialists could
put forth their demands for innovative
solutions before the scientific commu-
nity. This has resulted in 100 research
agreements being signed hetween uni-
versities and industries in two years.
He also invited experts to tell the cen-
tral universities how to improve the in-
ternational ranking of their institutions.

Mansukh Prajapati, inventor of a
mud refrigerator, who is originally
from a village near Morbi in Gujarat,
was among those invited to stay at
Rashtrapati Bhavan for 10 days. He says
his time there was “unforgettable”. “My

innovations — a mud fridge, a mud hot-
plate and a mud cooker — are on display
in five Haryana villages that the presi-
dent has adopted,” he says proudly.
Ajay Kumar Sharma of Varanasi is the
inventor of a device that can help fill
cooking gas cylinders with biogas. As a
presidential guest, his work too will be
on display at the villages adopted by the
president. Similarly, Paresh Panchal’s
cowdung flowerpots and an agarbatti-
making machine got him invited to the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. “My stay there was
like a beautiful accident; it changed my
life and my business too,” he says.

As Mukherjee gets ready to bid
adieu to Rashtrapati Bhavan, he would
have the satisfaction of accomplishing
a mission. He certainly did not want to
spend five years just signing on the dot-
ted line, making ceremonial speeches
and formal appearances. He seems to
have found a way out - and in the pro-
cess, has left a mark. m
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